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catalytic amount of piperidine. After 15 minutes, the colourless insoluble product was filtered off,
dried and recrystallized from the proper solvent to give compound 7. The filtrate was refluxed up to
3h. Most of the solvent was distilled off and the reaction mixture was cooled and acidified with ice
cold acetic acid. The deposited solid was filtered off, dried and recrystallized from the suitable solvent
to give 8a or 8b [cf. Table 1].

Reaction of 5 with 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzal dehyde; Formation of an authentic sample of 7

A mixture of 3,4,5-trimethoxybenzaldehyde (1.96g; 0.01 mol) and 3-methyl-1-phenylpyrazol-5-one
(5) (1.74g, 0.01moal) in absolute ethanol (30 mL) was refluxed for 15 minutes in the presence of a
catalytic amount of piperidine. The insoluble product was filtered off, dried and recrystallized from the
appropriate solvent to give 7.
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